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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
BIRTHS: Mark Saunders and Alison 
Kraigsley, a son, Owen Berkley Kraigsley 
Saunders, June 3, 2011, Bethesda, Md. 
Mark works in business development for 
an aerospace company, and Alison is 
a National Research Council Fellow at 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology.
Andy and Melissa Platt, a son, Josiah 
Charles, July 7, 2011, Nashville, Tenn. 
Andy is an account manager with 
Windstream Communications.
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Karen Guth has accepted a  position 
as assistant professor of theology at 
St. Catherine University in St. Paul, Minn. 
She spent the 2011–12 academic year 
as a postdoctoral fellow with the Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in 
Decatur, Ga.
Ryan F. Smith earned his Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in piano performance 
from the University of South Carolina with 
a minor in music history. He was awarded 
the David G. Ellison Summer Research Fel-
lowship for Southern Studies for research 
on his doctoral document, which examined 
Tony Buttitta’s unpublished opera diggin’ 
the Ring, a spoof of Wagner’s Ring Cycle 
that uses African-American songs of pro-
test. Ryan lives in Columbia and performs 
throughout the Southeast. Visit his website, 
www.ryanfsmith.com. 
BIRTHS: Leander and Gabrielle 
Ferguson Cannick, a daughter, 
Eva Victoria, January 24, Charleston, S.C.
Wayne and Kendra Johnson Dennis, 
a son, Brandon Wesley, May 14, 2011.
They live in Pelzer, S.C.
Paul and Heather Lundell Dorrance, 
a daughter, Carissa May, June 15, 2011, 
Columbus, Miss. 
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Jessica Anderson recently accepted a 
position as assistant dean for admissions at 
Indiana Tech Law School, which is scheduled 
to open in the fall of 2013 in Fort Wayne. 
She has been associate director of law 
admissions at Ohio Northern University.
Jennifer Willis Girard of Falls Church, 
Va., has been promoted to officer of 
knowledge management at the American 
Red Cross national headquarters.
Laura Anthony Linz of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., is major projects manager for the 
Association for Visual Arts and was director 
of April’s Bridges Arts Festival™. She was 
previously executive director for two non-
profit arts organizations and festival director 
for three major arts and crafts festivals.
BIRTHS: Chris and Sarah Adams 
Bainbridge, a daughter, Catherine Paige, 
March 6, Asheville, N.C.
Jonathan and Beth Ewing, a daughter, 
Adelaide Lynn, October 17. They live in 
Williamsburg, Va. Jonathan was recently 
promoted to the rank of major in the 
U.S. Army and is studying for an MBA 
degree at the College of William & Mary.
Tim and Daiva Liktorius Grubb, 
a daughter, Sophia Catherine, August 30. 
They live in Franklin, Tenn.
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Chad Bennett has launched Populus 
Brands, a Los Angeles-based company 
that builds lifestyle brands, creates strategic 
sponsorships and promotional partnerships, 
and develops consumer products directly 
from content creators’ television, digital 
and entertainment properties. Chad 
was formerly vice president for brand 
development for Reveille Productions. 
Visit www.populusbrands.com. 
Angela Christian of Mauldin, S.C., 
received the Strayer University Student 
Success Story Award. She has been 
inducted into Alpha Chi honor society 
and maintained a 4.0 grade-point average 
in the school’s MBA management program.
Anthony Esquivel has joined the Furman 
men’s soccer program as an assistant coach. 
Anthony, who played soccer at Furman, was 
previously boys’ director of coaching for the 
Dallas Texans Soccer Club.
Andy Kidd, who has been director 
of advancement with Episcopal School 
of Jacksonville (Fla.), has been named 
the school’s director of athletics. 
BIRTHS: Scott and Rebekah Tribble 
Crenshaw, a son, Braden David, February 
18. They live in Alpharetta, Ga. Rebekah 
earned a Master of Public Administration 
degree from Clemson University. 
William Jacob and Kelly Ramer 
Moody, a son, William Isaac, January 8, 
Tacoma, Wash.
Brett and Merritt Squiers Shumate, 
a son, Whitman Martin, October 19. They 
live in Arlington, Va. 
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Robby Davis of Spartanburg, S.C., 
recorded and released his first solo piano 
album, “A Love So Divine,” in late 2011. 
He is now working on a second album 
and is a featured artist on Pandora Radio. 
Visit www.robbydavis.me. 
Janna DeLoach Pennington lives in 
Birmingham, Ala., where she is director 
of student leadership at Samford University. 
Nikki Pressley is one of “10 California 
Artists You Need to Know in 2012” as 
selected by California Home & design 
magazine. The publication asked a panel 
of the state’s top curators to help compile 
the list. Furman magazine profiled Nikki, 
who lives in Los Angeles, in the Winter 
2011 issue. Visit www.nikkipressley.com.
MARRIAGES: Jamie Forsh and 
Eric Clapham, September 10. They live 
in Spearfish, S.D. Eric is a professor of 
psychology at Black Hills State University, 
and Jamie is a physical therapist at the 
Regional Rehab Institute in Rapid City.
Bill Cormier and Shannon Norbet, 
March 26, 2011. They live in Charlotte, 
N.C. Shannon is a physical therapist 
with Carolinas Healthcare System, 
and Bill is manager of personal training 
for Lifetime Fitness.
Pate Slater and Faith Reimer, July 30, 
2011. They live in Orlando, Fla. Pate 
is a fleet manager for Starling.
BIRTHS: Bobby and Tia Stevens 
Holtzclaw, a daughter, Zoe Elizabeth, 
September 6. They live in Anderson, S.C.
Andrew ’02 and Piper Lanier Moritz, 
a son, Parker Sorrell, July 22, 2011. They 
are living in New Orleans, La., while Andrew 
completes a fellowship in orthopedic sports 
medicine at the Ochsner Clinic Foundation.
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BIRTHS: Adam and Lindsay Skains 
Eason, a daughter, Emma Violet, 
December 9, Charlotte, N.C. 
Craig and Andrea Morgan, a son, Cash 
Michael, December 17, Charlotte, N.C.
John and Mivvi Strickland ’06 Rust, 
twin daughters, Carly Adair and Virginia 
Elaine, May 6, 2011, Vestavia Hills, Ala.
Matthew and Mary Hedges Stackpole, 
a son, Tyler Paul, December 29. They live
in Snellville, Ga.
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Ben and Sarah Zipperer Gaskins 
are faculty members at Gardner-Webb 
University in Boiling Springs, N.C. Ben 
teaches political science and Sarah teaches 
music. Both recently earned doctorates from 
Florida State University.
William B. Henderson is assistant dean 
of students at The SEED School, a public 
charter school in Washington, D.C.
Sarah Horick, a doctoral student in 
composition at The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C., was 
commissioned by the university to write 
“Lux infinita,” a piece for chorus and 
orchestra that had its premiere at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception’s 2011 Christmas 
Concert for Charity. The concert was broad-
cast internationally on the Eternal World 
Television Network. Sarah is also an adjunct 
professor of composition at Montgomery 
College. Visit www.sarahhorick.com. 
Morgen Young of Portland, Ore., 
received the National Council on Public 
History’s Award for Excellence in Consulting 
for her work on a permanent exhibit 
at the Oregon Health & Science University 
detailing the history of diversity in the 
health sciences. Her consulting company, 
Alder LLC, provides expertise and assistance 
in such areas as historic preservation, 
research, writing and photography. Visit 
www.alder-llc.com. 
MARRIAGES: Wendell Kimbrough 
and Hahna Fridirici, February 11. Wendell 
is an independent singer and songwriter 
in Washington, D.C., and has produced 
two albums. His most recent, “Things That 
Can’t Be Taught,” is available free online at 
http://noisetrade.com/wendellk. Learn more 
at www.facebook.com/wendellkmusic or 
www.wendellk.com. 
Lisa Stowers and Edward Rottmann, 
September 10. Edward is a financial analyst 
at Missile Defense Agency in Huntsville, 
Ala., and Lisa is a senior consultant with 
Booz Allen Hamilton supporting the NASA 
Competency Center.
BIRTH: Tony and Dana Boltuch Saxon, 
a son, Connor Anthony, December 3. 
Dana is finishing her Ph.D. in physics and 
astronomy at the University of Delaware. 
Tony works as a Linux administrator for 
TruePosition.  
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Spence and Kayci Owen ’10 Gibbs live 
in Columbia, S.C. Spence completed dental 
school at the Medical University of South 
Carolina and is doing a general dentistry 
residency with the U.S. Army. Kayci teaches 
kindergarten in a magnet program in the 
Richland County School District.
Alyson Krokosky works as a genetics
counselor at St. Elizabeth Hospital in 
Appleton, Wis.
David Sibley was ordained a priest 
December 10 by the Rt. Rev. Lawrence 
Provenzano, bishop of the Episcopal diocese 
of Long Island, N.Y. David serves as priest-
in-charge of Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
in the Fort Hamilton neighborhood of 
Brooklyn.  
Floyd Stanley completed a Ph.D. in 
chemistry at the University of Cincinnati 
in December and accepted a research post-
doctoral position at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in New Mexico.
Justin Stepp has joined the football staff 
at Appalachian State University as running 
backs coach. He previously worked as a 
graduate assistant at Clemson University.
TOMIKO bROWN-NAGIN’S acclaimed book Courage to dissent: Atlanta and the 
long History of the Civil Rights movement is a recipient of two major honors, includ-
ing the 2012 Bancroft Prize, one of the most distinguished academic awards in the 
field of history. 
The Bancroft Prize, called by some the “Academy Award for historians,” is 
awarded annually by the trustees of Columbia University and includes a $10,000 
award to the author. Recipients are judged on the scope, significance, depth of 
research, and richness of interpretation their work presents in the areas of American 
history and diplomacy.
The book also received the 2012 Liberty Legacy Foundation Award from the 
Organization of American Historians. The award is given annually for the best book 
by a historian on the civil rights struggle.
Courage to dissent offers a new perspective on the civil rights era by highlighting 
the contributions of lesser-known agents of change and looking carefully at the 
important relationship between ordinary people and the law. It was one of three 
books recognized out of 175 nominees.
BROwN-NAGIN’S BOOk wINS TOP HONORS
Brown-Nagin, a 1992 summa cum laude graduate of Furman, has in recent 
years served as the Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished Research Professor 
of Law and Professor of History at the University of Virginia. This summer she 
joins the law faculty at Harvard University.
Furman magazine published a profile of Brown-Nagin in its Spring 2011 
edition. Read it in the magazine archives section of www.furman.edu/fumag.
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Jessica Taylor has been named a senior 
political analyst and reporter with the 
Rothenberg Political Report in Washington, 
D.C., providing analysis and reporting on 
congressional and presidential elections. She 
was previously editor of national Journal’s 
House Race Hotline.
MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Crockett 
and David Saliba, June 11, 2011. Elizabeth 
is a youth and college director at First 
United Methodist Church in Montgomery, 
Ala., where David is executive minister.
Ally Hock and Case Cassedy ’06, October 
8. They live in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
BIRTH: Thomas Stephen and Laura 
Lane Benton Louie, a daughter, Ann 
Carter Louie, November 9, Greenville. 
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Andrew Jones has established a 
T-shirt and apparel business called FLY-V. 
The company is partnered with VSNS Inc., 
a nonprofit organization based in Atlanta 
that works to promote wellness and 
empowerment among diverse populations. 
Andrew played football at Furman and 
designed T-shirts during his student days. 
Visit www.FLY-V.com.
Kathleen McDavid graduated from the 
University of South Carolina School of Law 
in May 2011. She is now a staff attorney 
at the Supreme Court of South Carolina. 
Army captain Aaron “Butch” Pucetas is 
serving in Afghanistan at Forward Operating 
Base Airborne near Kabul. He is a first 
support officer and coordinates rotary 
wing air operations. He has been nominated 
for the Bronze Star for meritorious service.
Michael Rafi graduated from the 
University of Georgia School of Law in 
May 2011 and passed the Georgia Bar 
exam. He is an attorney at Troutman 
Sanders LLP in Atlanta.
Molly Simons has opened a Greenville 
business, Cake Notice, where she serves 
up custom-designed cakes and cupcakes. 
Visit www.cakenotice.com.
MARRIAGES: Rachel Lindsay Ball 
and Justin Donald Albright ’06, 
October 8. They live in Nashville, Tenn. 
Rachel is completing work on her master’s 
degree at Vanderbilt University and is a 
client consultant for The Ingram Group. 
Justin graduated from the Owen Graduate 
School of Management at Vanderbilt and 
is a partner with Oak Point Properties.
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